The word segmentation paradigm originally designed by Jusczyk and Aslin (1995) has been widely used to examine how infants from the age of 7.5 months can extract novel words from continuous speech. Here we report a series of 13 studies conducted independently in two British laboratories, showing that British English-learning infants aged 8-10.5 months fail to show evidence of word segmentation when tested in this paradigm. In only one study did we find evidence of word segmentation at 10.5 months, when we used an exaggerated infant-directed speech style. We discuss the impact of variations in infant-directed style within and across languages in the course of language acquisition.
Introduction
On average, infants utter their first word around their first birthday. The ability to produce words in their native language is the first productive outcome of a long, slow learning curve during which infants store more and more word-like units. Indeed, from as early as 5 months infants are able to recognise a few familiar words under certain experimental conditions (Bergelson & Swingley, 2012; Bouchon, Floccia, Fux, Adda-Decker, & Nazzi, 2015; Tincoff & Jusczyk, 1999) . Early word learning presumably reveals speech segmentation abilities that build on the storage of isolated words or short utterances (e.g. Dahan & Brent, 1999; Lew-Williams, Pelucchi, & Saffran, 2011) and rely on a combination of prosodic cues (e.g. Jusczyk, Houston, & Newsome, 1999; Mattys, Jusczyk, Luce, & Morgan, 1999) , phonotactic regularities (Mattys & Jusczyk, 2000) and other statistical information (Thiessen & Saffran, 2003) .
The word segmentation paradigm (hereafter, WSP), originally designed by Jusczyk and Aslin (1995) , has considerably increased our knowledge about infants' early segmentation. Typically, infants are presented with two novel words (e.g. feet and bike) in the familiarisation phase of a head-turn procedure. In the test phase, the same two now-familiar words are embedded in sentences to create two passages and presented in alternation with two passages containing two novel, unfamiliar words (e.g. cup and dog). If children are able to extract or segment the familiar words from the continuous sentences, they should listen longer to the passages containing those words as compared to those containing the unfamiliar words. This is indeed what Jusczyk and Aslin (1995) reported for 7.5-month-old American 1 infants, but not for 6-month-olds, for monosyllables. The infants performed equally well whether the isolated words were presented before the passages (word-to-passage order) or the passages were presented first and recognition of isolated words tested afterwards (passage-to-word order). Jusczyk et al. (1999) found that 7.5-month-old American infants showed evidence of word segmentation with trochaic disyllables as well. 
